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ARENA:

This is interview #1 with Mr. Albert B. Haendiges,
middle initial B stands for Bernard. We're in Whittier,
California, February 23, 1972, Arena interviewing.
May we begin Mr. Haendiges by my asking you where and
when you were born?

HAENDIGES:

I was born in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. It's a little
town outside of Akron, in 1912, March 28, and I lived
there until I was in about the second grade and then
we moved to New York. We came West to Whittier in 1923 and I have
been here ever since.
ARENA:

HAENDIGES:

Would you mind giving a brief resume of your educa
tion, that is, where you went to school, the years
that you sent to school in this area in particular.

I entered the seventh grade, as I recall, here in
Whittier, when we came west and went to the old John
Muir Junior High School, which is now a parking lot
of Whittier High School.
I attended Whittier High School, graduated
in 1929, and entered Whittier College the following year and atten
ded Whittier College for two years.
I then finished at the Univer
sity of Redlands.
IDve taken courses since at UCLA [University of
California at Los Angeles] in connection with my business.
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ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you if the name Mr. Griffith
Milhous at John Muir Junior High School rings a bell?

HAENDIGES:

Well, there was a Mr. Milhous who was instructor of
music at John Muir. This mayor may not be the Mr.
Milhous. You know, we thought they were rather dig
nified people, the teachers in those days, and so we only knew
him as Mr. Milhous.

ARENA:

As a matter of fact that is the same gentleman, and
the reason I am raising the question is to see if you
had him as a teacher and knew him because he was the
PresidentOs uncle, his mother's brother.

HAENDIGES:

Yes, I was struggling to learn to play the violin at
the time and so I was in the school orchestra. And as
I recall, he lived in the house at the corner of
Camilla [Street] and Painter Avenue at that time.
I lived right
around the corner.

ARENA:

Do you recall, I'm sure you do, what is the instrument
that you studied under him?

HAENDIGES:

The violin.

ARENA:

Do you recall that President Nixon was a student of
the violin?

HAENDIGES:

Well, I have heard that.

ARENA:

You didn't know that firsthand.

HAENDIGES:

I didn't know that because he didn't go to the Whittier
Schools until he was a junior in high school.

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you, if you do recall, from whom
you heard the business about the violin?

HAENDIGES:

Well, I think I read it in one of the Nixon books. I
have lots of them and I suppose that's where I read it.
There's a picture that floats around that shows him
playing the violin.

I didnOt know that.
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ARENA:

Oh, in the Life magazine of several months ago. What
do you recall about Mr. Griffith Milhous, his method
of teaching, his personality?

HAENDIGES:

He was a very soft-spoken person.
describe him as sweet.

ARENA:

Did you ever see him in the role of a farmer or
looking after his land, on which he did grow certain
products?

HAENDIGES:

No.

ARENA:

Did you know that he did, by any chance?

HAENDIGES:

I know that he used to do a lot of his own gardening
around his house, but I didn't know he was in--of
course, I suppose they were all in the farming business.

ARENA:

Did you know his own children, who would also be the
President's cousins?

HAENDIGES:

No. As I recall, he was an older man at the time he
was teaching down there and I was pretty small, so I
wouldn't know his children.

I would probably

ARENA:

One of the students whom you probably know--the maiden
name is Ola Florence Welch--recalls that he would give
assignments dealing with the lives of famous musicians,
and I was just wondering if you recall anything to that effect, where
you were asked to write or do some special work on the lives of
famous musicians?
HAENDIGES:

I can't recall.

ARENA:

Do you recall, in addition to having him as a music
teacher in school, that you took private lessons with
him?

HAENDIGES:

No.
I didn't learn to play the violin, so I was prob
ably a dropout from the class.

ARENA:

If I may ask, how many years did you make the attempt?
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HAENDIGES:

Just the one year. I got involved in the eighth grade
probably, and decided that music wasnOt for me.

ARENA:

Do you recall coming in contact with any other rela
tives of the President, such as his brother [Francis]
Donald Nixon and a cousin who would be older than both
of you, Jessamyn West? Other cousins include people such as [Thomas
T.] Tom Seulke, [William Allan] Bill Milhous, the gentleman who now
owns and operates the Sea Fare Inn. I was just wondering if you
came in contact with any other members of the Nixon family?
HAENDIGES:

Not as a child, but I became acquainted with Don when
he had the restaurant chain. We did some work for
them and Bill Milhous, because he was in that same
restaurant chain and I knew him. Tom Seulke was the manager of
the market when the new market opened and worked at the old Nixon
market there at the corner of Santa Gertrudes [Avenue] and Whittier
[Boulevard]. I knew all of these people you mentioned with the
exception of Miss west and of course she's famous in her own right,
and this is the only way I know her.
ARENA:

Did you happen to know other close relatives that just
come to mind now, the children of Mr. and Mrs. Oscar
Marshburn? The girl is married and her name is
changed. Their names would be Howard [Albert] Marshburn, Hadley
[Earl] Marshburn, [Dr.] Theodore [Franklin Marshburn] who is an
eye doctor and Marygene [Marshburn] who is now Marygene Wright.
HAENDIGES:

I didn't know any of the children.

I knew Oscar.

ARENA:

May I ask you now where and when you met President
Nixon on the very first occasion that you can recol
lect?

HAENDIGES:

Well, I think we had what was called an Advanced Com
position Society whose project during the year was a
constitutional oratorical contest, and I was one of
the fifteen or so contestants in that, and Richard Nixon was one
of the contestants and went on to win the contest in the district
that year. Of course, he was first and I was about fifteenth. That
has been about the way it has been all through both of our careers.

ARENA:

Do you recall who the sponsors were of the contest?
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HAENDIGES:

Yes, Jennie [Beatrice] McGregor was the instructor and
coach. She was a Scotch lady with little beedy eyes
and she was just one marvelous person. She had a warm
personality and she was exact in her criticism of the different
essays. She was a good guide.

ARENA:

Did you happen to have any classes together with the
President? Were you in the same graduating class?

HAENDIGES:

No, I graduated in 1929 and he graduated in 1930.

ARENA:

When you did attend Whittier College, were there
possibly any classes together on that level?

HAENDIGES:

No.

ARENA:

Although you appeared in the same contest with him,
although you had no classes with him, did you know
him personally through other contacts?

HAENDIGES:

Well, it was more or less a case of knowing of him,
and he wasn't one that had many friends around him.
He was one who, I think, had one or two friends that
he chummed around with all the time. This is just my impression.
I'll tell you one thing, he was perfectly at ease on the platform,
and probably more at ease than he was individually with someone.
ARENA:

While you are on that subject, what else do you recall
about his speaking ability, including the present,
obvious ease on the platform? How about the command
of language? How about clarity? How about the use of words, humor?
Whatever comes to mind as you think back to that period of Richard
Nixon, the high school public speaker.
HAENDIGES:

Well, he was
the contest.
was going to
seemed to me that he knew
constitutional lawyers at
heard him speak knew that

ARENA:

head and shoulders above anyone else in
And everyone else who ran, we knew who
win the contest before it was put on. It
more about the Constitution than most
the time. And anyone who knew him or
he was going to go places.

Did you ever come into contact with him while, say,
he was studying or doing research, maybe gaining an
idea firsthand or indirectly about the books that he
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did use, about the teacher or teachers that supplied him with
information or inspired him concerning the Constitution and his
torical aspects of the Constitution?
HAENDIGES:

No, I donUt recall, because I wasn't that close to him
but whoever his guide was, he was a good one. I re
member the only real personal contact I had with him,
until in later years, was in the wings one day when we were prac
ticing for the contest. We were kind of relaxing back there and
I asked him what he was going to be. ThatUs a natural question for
high school seniors to ask, because they don't know themselves prob
ably, and he said, uI'm going to be a lawyer. u And I remember I
said, "Well, you'll make a good one."
ARENA:

To what extent do you recall that his answer came back
quickly or was this part of a general conversation?
Do you recall that it was a decisive thing? This might
be going too much into detail, but sometimes people do recollect
certain incidences very clearly.
HAENDIGES:

Well, of course, that was a long time ago and I think
the answer was spontaneous. He didn't have to think
at all about what he was going to do. He had it all
set.

ARENA:

Did you ever see him in the role of a student government
candidate? Did you see him campaign while you were a
fellow student?

HAENDIGES:

Oh, yes.

ARENA:

Would you mind describing that as much as you can.

HAENDIGES:

Well, I don't remember in high school because I had
already graduated when he got into school politics.
But in college I remember his campaign for president
of the student body. I don't remember any other issues. I know
there were a lot of them, but he was going to be for dancing on
the campus and this was the same as playing cards or some of those
other evil things that persons did. But he was going to see that
we were able to dance on campus. We had dances but they always had
to be off campus. And that was the one issue that I remember. He
was sort of a radical, you might say, in that line because he was
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so--but he took the issue--he made it seem that that was the thing
that he in his heart felt the students needed more than anything
else.
I think he won by a landslide.
I don't know what it was.
I
don't even remember who ran against him.
ARENA:

Do you recall his role as a fraternity man, possibly
the head of the Orthogonians? Were you a member of
that or I think the other main fraternity which was
the Franklin Society?

HAENDIGES:

No, I didnDt belong to any society when I was in col
lege.
I knew a lot of the fellows who belonged, but
I had to work and so I didn't have much time for social
activity.

ARENA:

Did you have any direct contact with him outside of
the school day situation? I'm thinking of seeing him
in football practice or a football game or possibly
in his part-time work outside of the school?

HAENDIGES:

No. We used to trade out at his father's market, so
you'd see him scrubbing up the vegetables and putting
things in boxes and things like this, but I had no
personal contact with him at all in college.
I was an avid fan
of his because I used to follow the debate team and their activi
ties and I always enjoyed hearing him talk and that follows to this
day.
ARENA:

Do you recall some of the debates in particular, in
cluding the subject and any particular excitement or
any particular aspect concerning a particular debate?

HAENDIGES:

No, I remember though that it didn't matter what sub
ject they took or which side of the debate, if Richard
Nixon was on that side why that side usually won.

ARENA:

Did you participate in the Debating Club yourself?

HAENDIGES:

No.

ARENA:

Again because of your job?

HAENDIGES:

I went out for freshman basketball and freshman foot
ball, but he wasn't even in college then. But my second
year on I had to work so I didn't have any time at all.
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ARENA:

Did you happen to have either Dr.
Dr. Paul Smith as your teachers?

[Albert] upton or

HAENDIGES:

I had them both.

ARENA:

As he did also.
It would be interesting to get your
reflections and your opinions on these gentlemen as
teachers.

HAENDIGES:

Well, as far as Albert Upton was concerned, he was a
rather new professor at the college at that time and I
had him for a very dry subject, Freshman Orientation,
so I remember him just as a young professor up there. But Paul Smith
was history professor and I remembered him mostly, I guess, as the
absent-minded professor, because during his dissertation in front
of the class he would pick up a girl's purse on the front row and
empty all the contents out of it and then carefully put it back
and never missing a word of his talk to us. But, of course, he was
a very learned person in history and at that time Abraham Lincoln,
I think, was one of his favorites in history. And there's a lot of
Paul Smith in Richard Nixon, I think.
ARENA:

That's a very interesting observation.
elaborating on that?

Would you mind

HAENDIGES:

Well, Nixon during many many of his speeches he cites
Abraham Lincoln and so I think that Abraham Lincoln is
one of his favorites. And many of the things he has
said about Lincoln, Paul Smith also has said.

ARENA:

What do you recall about the method of teaching of
Dr. Smith, his style of delivery, was it straight
lecture; was it interesting lecturing; was there time
for student discussion or student participation? Whatever you do
recall about the technical side, so to speak, of Dr. Smith as a
history teacher.
HAENDIGES:

Well, I only had one class with him and I think he
was mostly a lecture professor. As I recall we didnDt
have too much student discussion, except when he would
ask for it. It must have been quite interesting, because I don't
think I ever went to sleep in one of his classes, and I have gone
to sleep in some other classes.
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ARENA:

Would you recall the nature of your homework assign
ments and the nature of your examinations under him?

HAENDIGES:

I'm afraid not. Oh, I think he used to give impromptu
examinations as we would come to class and not know we
were going to have an examination. I think that's the
only thing I remember about the examination.

ARENA:

Do you recall ever seeing the President appearing in
any plays, either on high school or college or post
college period when he joined the Whittier Community
Players?

HAENDIGES:

Yes.
I canlt remember any specific play in college
but I knew he was in drama.

ARENA:

Do you recall a definite distinction in his approach,
in his appearance before the public when appearing in
plays, as compared to speaking, bearing in mind the
obvious differences of a person appearing in a play and giving a
speech? I was just wondering if you found anything unusual or some
thing comes to mind about the differences, were they quite pronounced?
And bluntly, may I ask if you recall if he gave you the impression of
being a good actor, that he might have gone on in acting?
HAENDIGES:

Oh, yes, I think he would have been a good actor. You
never had to wonder what a word was that was spoken.
A lot of the other amateur actors at that time you
heard maybe half of what was going on, but the other words were
muffled or something. But you never were in doubt about anything
that Nixon said.
ARENA:

May I ask you what your own major interest was in col
lege, subjectwise?

HAENDIGES:

Well, I was a biology major. 1 1 m sure that is why we
maybe didn't cross paths anywhere.

ARENA:

Do you recall any contact with the President religionwise, possibly being a member of the same church or
attending chapel together with him on the campus or
attending religious services off campus and seeing him in some par
ticular function as a Sunday School teacher or speaker, anything
along those lines?

-10

HAENDIGES:

No, I was a Methodist and he was a Friend and I don't
remember. He probably went to chapel services up in
the top of the old Founders Hall.

ARENA:

Did you ever feel at a disadvantage, uncomfortable, as
a minority person because you were a Methodist in a
town that was historically so close to the Quakers, in
the sense that it had been founded by the Quakers not too many years
earlier, 1887, and the fact that the school was officially a Quaker
college? Was there ever any feeling along those lines that I've
mentioned because you were not a Quaker but a Methodist?
HAENDIGES:

No. As a boy I thought the Methodist Church was pretty
big because it did have a good congregation. We never
felt that. My folks felt that a religious college was
the way to go and so Quaker or Methodist, that was a good place to
attend.

ARENA:

And just for the record, to be sure the question is
raised, do you ever recall any personal problems that
way in your association with President Nixon? I'm
thinking if not directly, indirectly, some speech or some occasion
when you felt he was slighting the Methodists or other religious
denominations?
HAENDIGES:

No, I don't think so.
I donUt think any Friends people
would be that way. They're pretty much like, "We want
it this way but the rest of the world can have it some
other way." They're not an evangelistic type of people.
I felt
just like some of Richard Nixon's opponents politically when I lost
the contest because I felt inadequate after hearing his speech.

ARENA:

Do you recall on that particular subject that there
was any discussion of the fact that you had lost and
he had won when you met him on any subsequent occasion,
including the immediate occasion? Was there any reference to that?

HAENDIGES:

No, as I recall. We were quite proud and we cheered
him on in the district that he won the contest.
I
think a contestant always feels. like he would have
liked to have won but he saw that he was not even in the same ball
park with Richard Nixon.
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ARENA:

Could I ask you, again being very blunt, the effect
of the victory on Richard Nixon at that time? Did
you think at that time that it puffed him up, that it
gave him a swelled head in any way? Was there any of
that?

HAENDIGES:

I don't think so. He had a big smile on his face, the
same kind of a smile he has now when he accomplishes
something.

ARENA:

Could I go back for a moment to your recollecting his
working in the Nixon grocery store? Precisely what
do you recall about his working there? You said some
thing about shining or sorting fruits and vege.tables. Did you know
anything further about his work? If he was responsible for obtain
ing those fruits and vegetables; how much time did he put in on that
particular job, for example? Anything that comes to mind regarding
his work in the grocery store.
HAENDIGES:

No, I think mostly he was a delivery boy.
I think his
family was so intent on him obtaining a good education
that they didn't pressure him but, of course, he knew,
as did the rest of the boys, that they had to work.

ARENA:

What gave you that impression that his family was in
tent on his achievements or is this something that you
feel you believe now, but did not believe at that
time?

HAENDIGES:

Well, I donUt think it was a big thing at that time as
it is now, so the opinion is probably tainted with
opinions I have gotten over the years. Although we
stopped in the grocery store quite often, it didn't make any big
impression, but this family was a hard-working family. Whenever
you see all of the children and the family working and not sloughing
off but working hard, you form some sort of an impression.
ARENA:

Did you ever meet him outside of the classroom, outside
of school later in such organizations as the Hi-Y, the
20-30 Club or do I detect a Rotarian pin on your lapel,
or any service organizations?

HAENDIGES:

Well, of course, Richard Nixon has been an honorary
member of the Whittier Rotary Club for a number of
years and he spoke at the service club lots of times,
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but I didn't belong to any organizations other than the Rotary
Club that he belonged to.
I knew of him in the 20-30 Club.
I
know others a lot better, of course.
ARENA:

Did you ever have any contact with President Nixon as
a client of his following his law school graduation
and his becoming a lawyer in Whittier?

HAENDIGES:

I remember when he got out of the service and opened
up a little office in La Habra [California].

ARENA:

Excuse me. Do you want to recheck that when he got
out of the service did you say? Did you mean that,
that he opened up his law office?

HAENDIGES:

As I recall that's when it was.
I remember the office
that he opened up there next to the bank in La Habra,
but I was not a client of his. The only contact I had
with him later was when he was on the Labor Committee of the House,
and during this time I was on the committee of the local Building
Contractors I Association that was vitally interested at that time
in the Taft-Hartley Bill and its repercussions on the industry.
ARENA:

Was he ever a customer of yours in your business?

HAENDIGES:

No. Don was but Richard wasn1t.

ARENA:

Thinking back to the period before politics, before
1945, I don't know if you carne into contact with him
then.

HAENDIGES:

No.

ARENA:

You did not. Thinking back to the President's parents,
possibly recalling their working in the store, how would
you describe each one, how would you compare them: their
similarities; how would you contrast them, citing their differences-
the President's parents?

HAENDIGES:

Well, they impressed me as people who awakened rather
early to get to work and they would work long hours,
because they had something to accomplish, and to me
what they were trying to accomplish was something for their children.
I don't think they were trying to lay up any wealth or anything for
themselves.
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ARENA:

Would you say, in view of your general remarks earlier
about the Quakers, would you say that the Nixons--now
I'm thinking of the parents in particular--met your
impression of what the ordinary Quaker was like and how the ordinary
Quaker acted when you did meet them?
HAENDIGES:

I think so. The Quakers to me were people who were
hard-working and rather quiet and someone that I would
like to have for a neighbor.

ARENA:

The stereotyped image of the Quakers is the one you
pick up in public school, one of the main ideas and
views of them is their pacifism, their being a gentle
people who do not believe in war. Were you surprised when Richard
Nixon not only entered the war, World War II, but entered as a com
batant, and was there any contact at all between you and him during
that period?
HAENDIGES:

No.

ARENA:

That's the second question. How about the first part?
Were you surprised he did act that way?

HAENDIGES:

I donlt think it made much impression.
I think we felt
at that time it was our duty. There have been a lot
of changes in thought and although I respected the
Quakers' thinking when they refused to pull down their blinds during
a blackout, we were pretty offended by that type of action. But
there were good Quakers and bad ones and different ones. I suppose
the cross section is the same as the cross section of society.
ARENA:

Did you find while you were at Whittier College that
you came across different personalities, weill say the
good and not so good type of Quaker? Was that your
first maybe serious exposure to the Quakers?

HAENDIGES:

Oh, no.
I donlt think that Whittier College was--outside
of, we couldnlt dance, we couldnlt smoke, we couldnlt
gamble, we couldnlt play cards and things like this--I
donlt think Whittier College ever impressed me as being
totally Quaker.

ARENA:

As this interview is coming to an end, is there any
point that I have not raised that you would like to
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raise or any comment or facts that come to mind since the interview
began that possibly we have not brought up, Mr. Haendiges?
HAENDIGES:

I don't think so, outside of we have a child that was
born on the 24th of February and his daughter Tricia
[Nixon] was born on the 21st and they were in rooms
on opposite sides of the hall in the Murphy Memorial Hospital. And
I'd like to say that in high school I was a fan of Richard Nixon's
when he was on the stage and I have been a fan of his ever since.
I never fail to see some of the mannerisms and gestures that he
makes now in his speeches that were. . . .
I can see the same ges
tures when he was in high school.
ARENA:

Would you give some examples of those particular ges
tures or any other of the traits that seem to be so
similar?

HAENDIGES:

Well, some of the things that he says:
"I want to
make something perfectly clear. 1I And, of course, this
is trite because everyone dwells on it.

ARENA:

Did he really use that back in the high school period,
to emphasize clarity maybe?

HAENDIGES:

No, he used it in some of his debates in college and
they didn't tape in those days. Too bad we don't have
some of the tapes, you'd see what I meant. And when
he pounds a subject home, he had this same gesture.
I can't exactly
describe them, but I can see them when I. . . . It flashes a picture
back when you see them now.
ARENA:

On this question of comparing the President when you
knew him as a young man and the mature man that he is
today and in a much more responsible position, I would
like to raise a special question and that is this:
Does the Presi
dent's decision which heos now acting on to visit Red China, which
caught so many people by surprise, catch you by surprise in view of
recalling the young Nixon? I'm not interested in politics as such
but the overall personality and approach of the man to we'll say
problems. Did you think he would be capable of making such a rad
ical, such an unusual decision?
HAENDIGES:

I think so. I think he felt in his school days and
now that anything could be arranged by talking about
it and it could be accommodated on both sides if there
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was common ground. And I think although he's been, as we all know,
anti-Communist to the last degree, it's not the people he was worry
ing about, it was the things the Communists stood for that were not
good for the world and the people of the world. And so I think this
is the case just as he saw it then, that anything could be done if
you could get any two people together and began talking about it.
ARENA:

Thank you very much for this interview, Mr. Haendiges.

